
 

The Marine Corps League Enlisted Awards have been our way of reaching out to the 
Fleet Marine Force and helping to recognize that Marine or Sailor who, over the past year, have 
contributed most to the combat readiness of their unit and command. For years this has allowed 
us to serve and support our counterparts on Active Duty directly, and this year has been no 
exception. With a process that starts in May with our Board of Trustees reviewing scores of 
nomination packets that are endorsed up to the first General Officer, to a lengthy and difficult 
debate on who stands above the rest, our goals remain steadfast – strengthen the fraternity of 
Marines and serve Marines and FMF Sailors. 

 Traditionally, the League, after collecting, vetting, and selecting out of numerous 
nominations, invited the respective award recipients to be publicly recognized for their 
contributions at Modern Day Marine through either the Enlisted Awards Parade at MCB 
Quantico, or, more recently, at the MDM Grand Gala. This year we decided to make these award 
presentations more personal. Instead of making these amazing warriors travel away from their 
home, we decided to go to them. Coordinating with each command, representatives from the 
League participated in individual award ceremonies held at home stations across the world. 

 Throughout each presentation, it was impressive to see firsthand the depth of impact 
these Marines and Sailor have had not only to the readiness of their unit, but to the several 
generations to come. Just as our award namesakes have done to leave a lasting impact on the 
Marine Corps through deeds and sacrifices, so too have this year’s award recipients and the 
support and efforts of their commands to recognize these amazing men and women speaks 
volumes to the importance of continuing our endeavors to spotlight the sacrifices and deeds that 
would normally go unknown on the global stage.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Gunnery Sergeant Carlos N. Hathcock Award is 
given to the enlisted Marine who has made an 
outstanding contribution to the improvement of 
marksmanship training. 2025’s award recipient was 
GySgt Robert Navarro whose exceptional 
leadership, dedication, and skill in the improvement 
of marksmanship training while serving as the 
officer-in-charge of the indoor small arms range 
(ISAR) at Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan, 
from January 1, 2024, to December 31, 2024. He 
was directly responsible for the reopening and 
operation of the ISAR, a critical facility supporting 

Marine Corps Installations Pacific (MCIPAC) and its mission.  

 

He expertly managed four government 
contracts, developed comprehensive 
programs, and wrote the ISAR standard 
operating procedures and range cards, 
ensuring compliance with all safety and 
operational requirements. His efforts 
provided essential marksmanship 
training for Marine Corps, Navy, Army, 
and Japanese units, directly enhancing 
their readiness and operational 
capabilities. GySgt Navarro’s training 
initiatives were instrumental in 
supporting deployment readiness for 
critical commands, including Carrier Air Wing FIVE and Marine Aircraft Group 12. His tireless 
efforts ensured these units were prepared to execute their strategic objectives in the Indo-Pacific 
region.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Sergeant major Wilbur Bestwick Award is presented to the 
enlisted Marine serving in a Ground Combat Element of the 
operating forces who has made an outstanding contribution to 
increased combat readiness within the organization. 2025’s award 
recipient is 1stSgt Chad Winchell whose outstanding leadership, 
tactical expertise, and unwavering commitment to combat 
readiness while attached to 2d Battalion, 8th Marines from 
January 1, 2024, to December 31, 2024, directly enhanced the 
warfighting capabilities of over 350 Marines. During Unit 
Deployment Program 24.1 in Okinawa, Japan, he designed and 

executed comprehensive jungle warfare training, improved ani-armor capabilities, and reinforced 
decentralized command and control within small-unit leadership. 

 

Leading a grueling 100-kilometer forced march, 
he strengthened unit endurance and cohesion and 
ensured rapid deployment readiness as part of the 
Alert Contingency Marine Air Ground Task 
Force. Following the deployment, 1stSgt 
Winchell was instrumental in preparing his 
Marines for Joint Viking 25, developing 
progressive training cycles that enhanced cold-
weather warfighting proficiency and battlefield adaptability. His efforts further improved joint 
interoperability, sharpening the combat effectiveness of the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit. 
1stSgt Winchell’s steadfast dedication to training excellence and operational execution fostered a 
culture of aggressive maneuver warfare, leaving a lasting impact on his unit’s lethality and 
mission readiness. 

  


